
Questions?  Contact Hope Warfel at 776-3940,                                   
hopewwarfel@gmail.com or the Life Community office, 941-5315 
 

Kid’s Life 
Fall Fest 2009  

? 

Bill Van De Griek-    
Winner of the Adult Pumpkin Carving Contest! 

 We are very thankful to everyone for making Fall Fest 2009 

such a success!  We had a record number of volunteers pull together to 

make the day lots of fun.  The event was larger than last year’s with 

more attendees and the additions of a climbing wall, a huge inflatable 

slide, an adult pumpkin carving contest, and piñatas for the children.  

Many mothers surprised us by climbing to the top of the wall.  Way to 

go women!     

 Jay is changing the name of the event to Festivo!  So go ahead 

and work on your climbing wall skills in preparation for Festivo 2010!  

Enjoy more photos from the event inside this newsletter.   

 Reflecting on 2009, LCC has had an exciting year:  increased 

attendance on Sunday mornings and in Community Groups, the      

expansion of Children’s Ministry to include a class for 2-3 year olds, 

Eggstravaganza, VBS, the Riggs leading our first Financial Peace  

University class, a baby boom among our members, new leadership 

and outstanding attendance for Women’s Ministry, the teen’s summer 

camp at Gulf Shores, the baptism of five youths, Fall Fest, our recent 

move into the new Rec Center, and the challenge of planning for our 

next home in June 2010.  We pray you have a blessed Christmas and 

we look forward to walking through 2010 with you!     

A Publication of the Children’s Ministry of Life Community Church– December 2009 



Note from Hope:  When preparing for this Christmas season newsletter I wanted to include something helpful about 

getting through the holidays.  I came across this little article and knew it was a perfect word of encouragement.  It’s 

easy, practical, and something I know from experience actually works.  I have discovered it is hard to have a bad atti-

tude when I am singing along to worship music!  Hope this article helps keep your Christmas merry!   

 

Sing Ourselves Silly: 

Through music we can create a home filled with happy noise 
Written by Naomi Cramer Overton, President, MOPS International 

 

"You turned my wailing into dancing …  

and clothed me with joy, that my heart may sing to you and not be silent."  

—Psalm 30:11–12 

 

 Just this weekend, I snickered at the irony of me writing an article about playing vs. doing house. You see, play 

isn't really my thing. Me, with three children? Me, with graduate–school deadlines? Me, play???? Ha! 

 Then, the sound of music—not the movie starring Julie Andrews—but piano notes and bongo drumming—wafted 

upstairs. I smiled as I realized that by introducing my kids to music, they could now return the favor. They were brighten-

ing my spirits in our home. 

 One way I have found to lighten up when I'm "doing" mothering is to bring in music. And to bring my kids into 

the musical act as well. Music helps us "play" house. 

 I started singing to our kids during pregnancy by choosing a song for each child. For firstborn Tyler, I sang of 

courage with lyrics that echo, "The Lord is my strength … of whom shall I be afraid?" For Delaney, I celebrated her sur-

viving a precarious second trimester with a tune affirming "Love's been following you." 

 Once our kids arrived, we found silly ways to enjoy music together. On grey–mood days, we would clap a wake–

up chorus: "This is the day that the Lord has made. Let us rejoice and be glad in it! Yay, yay! Hip, hip, hooray!" My hus-

band, Frank, got involved too—gently swaying our eldest as he sang, "TJ do the hula, TJ do the hula, TJ do the hula with 

… Daadddy." For the final word, he'd bring TJ close and touch noses. Eventually this caused Tyler and each of his later–

born siblings to laugh uproariously. 

 I managed to teach vowels by creating a sing–song game that began "a–e–i–o …" and then before I'd say "u," I'd 

lightly tickle Delaney, and we'd both laughingly say "uuuuuuuuu!!" Often we'd sing, "A friend loves at all times, a friend 

loves at all times, a friend loves at all times … and I love YOU!", reinforcing characters traits and biblical concepts such 

as loyalty to friends and siblings. 

 Were there barriers? Sure! Our toddlers tested how they could control the music—asking me to stop singing 

(how's that for a compliment?), turning the music on screeching loud or drowning out their siblings' songs. In spite of the 

hurdles, music centers me in a God who "takes great delight in me, quieting me with his love, and rejoicing over me with 

singing." (Zephaniah 3:17) 

 Singing helps me be a better mom and redirects our kids to happier outlooks. And I've stuck with music because I 

find it's fun—not a "gotta–do–it–to–be–a–good–mom" kind of play. Even a play–challenged mom like I am has kept sing-

ing and playing, and my kids have picked up on my passion, too. 

 When the mood gets heavy at your house, try singing. Get out pots and spoons or make shakers using cups, beans, 

wax paper and rubber bands. Or, play a CD or download a favorite tune. 

 For me, singing is part of joy. It's part of play. Singing is something we model for our children, no matter how 

good (or bad) our voices. Through music we can create a home filled with happy noise that strengthens each dweller's 

soul. 

 

"This article first appeared in (insert date) issue of MomSense. Used by permission of MOPS International, Denver, Colorado 80231."  Copyright 

© 2008 by the author or Christianity Today International/MomSense magazine. 



Two Years-Kindergarten 
 

Talk about it at home! 
December 2009 

 
 

Basic Truth: Jesus Wants to be my friend forever. 
Question:  How do we know God loves us? 

 
Memory Verse:  “God has given a son to us.”  

Isaiah 9:6, NCV 
 
 
 

Scripture to be studied: 
Week 1: The Angel and Mary 
Focus:  God told us He would give us Jesus. 
Scripture:  Micah 5:2, Luke 1:26-33, 38, 46 
 
Week 2:  Jesus’ Birth 
Focus:  Jesus is born. 
Scripture:  Luke 2:1-7 
 
Week 3:  The Angels and Shepherds 
Focus:  The angels tell about Jesus.   
Scripture:  Luke 2:8-18 
 
Week 4:  The Wise Men 
Focus:  I am thankful for Jesus. 
Scripture:  Matthew 2:1, 9-11 
 

1st—5th Grade 
 

Talk about it at home! 
December 2009 

 

Core Virtue:   Compassion 

Memory Verse: “For God so loved the world that he 

gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in 

him shall not perish but have eternal life.”           
John 3:16, NIV 

 

Scripture to be studied: 

Week 1:  Luke 1:26-38 
Bottom line:  God saw our greatest need.  Whose 
needs do you see? 
 
Week 2:  Luke 2:1-7 
Bottom line:  God gave us the greatest gift.   What 
will you give? 
 
Week 3:   Luke 2:8-20 
Bottom line:  God gave us great news.  Who will you 
tell? 
 
Week 4:  Matthew 2:1-12 
Bottom line:  God showed the world His love.  How 
will you show the world? 
 
 

December Curriculum Guide 





Volunteer  
Spotlight 

Christy Johnson 

November 2009 

1.  What are the names of your family members?  Kevin and Christy, Hunter 6, Callie 4 

 

2. What is your occupation?  I am a stay at home Mom and part-time family and children's photographer. 

 

3.  What are your hobbies/ interests?  I love watching my kids do the things they love.  I love cooking, bak-

ing, photography, and photo editing. 

 

4.  How long have you attended LCC?  We have attended Life Community for a year now. 

 

5.  Why do you volunteer in children’s ministry at LCC?  I love helping out with the kids and watching 

them learn more about God and Jesus and how he relates to them and their world.  It is so fascinating to watch 

them think about things, process them, and then truly understand and realize how tangible God's love is for 

them! 

 

6.  Can you think of a favorite moment from teaching at LCC?  Little kids curling up in your lap wanting 

you to read to them or rock them.  My kids are getting older and don't do that as much so it is so sweet to have 

these little people to cuddle with. 

 

7.  What advice would you give to someone considering to begin volunteering in children’s ministry?  I 

would encourage anyone to volunteer.  The rewards of it are so sweet. Not only are you teaching little ones 

about their savior and God and watching them grow in understanding, the little smiles, hugs, and cuddles just 

brighten your day.   

 

8.  Do you have any tips for parents wanting to teach their children about God?  Pray with your children 

through everything.  Let them see you pray and pray with them at morning wake time, meals, through disci-

pline, good byes, bedtimes and anytime.  I think prayer is so important and leads to so many good questions 

and conversations.  It also teaches your child that they can go to God at anytime and talk about anything and 

that God is the center of the family! 

 

 



 Dec. 6 Dec. 13 Dec, 20 Dec. 27 

Greeter Stacy Mulder Jen Kendall Meredith Graham Cheri Ramsey 

Birth– 23 months Christy Johnson 

Bonnie Warren 

Traci Darin 

Kelley Futch 

Julie Hulcy 

Kimberly Wms. 

Jen Kendall 

Traci Darin 

2-3 years JoAnn Mayes 

Kelly Instinski 

Olivia Mitchell 

Marion Hunt 

Kim Mayes 

Rachel Lewis 

JoAnn Mayes 

Kelly Instinski 

Tiana Castillo 

Marion Hunt 

Tom and Dee Dee  

Jansing 

 

 

4 years- 
Kindergarten 

Bonni Futch 

Bradford and Kristen 

Vieira 

Tricia Wright 

Mary Ellen Andrews 

Rachel Wright 

Bonni Futch 

Meredith Graham 

Olivia Mitchell 

Tricia Wright 

Kim McArthur 

Sara McArthur 

1st-2nd Grade Angela Brown 

Misty Warren 

Geoff Warfel 

David Andrews 

Angela Brown 

Erik Instinski 

Geoff Warfel 

Cheri Ramsey 

3rd-5th Grade David Kendall 

Kevin Johnson 

Nancy Boyd 

Brenda Bonner 

David Kendall 

Bubba Williams 

Nancy Boyd 

Erin Bagsby 

Student of the Month 

Hunter Johnson 

December– Children’s Ministry Schedule 
“Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.” Mark 10:14 
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1. Who are your family members?   Callie, Christy, Kevin, 

Molly (the dog), and me 
 
1. How old are you?  6 
 
1. What are your hobbies?  Play football, play video games, 

play soccer,  well I like to play all sports 
 
4. What do you like best about your Sunday school class?          
    Doing the art project 
 
5. Can you remember something you learned at church that 

helped you with your friends or at school?  The story of 
Adam and Eve for not lying 

 
5. Do you have a favorite Bible verse or story?  What is it?  

The story of Adam and Eve 



Kim Mayes 
Assistant in 2-3 year old classroom 

Volunteer  
Spotlight 

December 2009 

• What are the names of your family members?   Cannon, Grady, Ashley, Rachel and Cannon III 

 

• What is your occupation?   Finance Manager, Caterpillar Financial   

 

• What are your hobbies/ interests?   Spending time with family, cooking, baking, golf, tennis, 

camping and couponing.  

 

• How long have you attended Life Community Church?  Since October 2008. 

 

• Why do you teach at Life Community Church?  It is such a joy to work with the 2-3 year olds 

and see their desire to learn and get excited about what they are learning.  

 

• Can you think of a favorite moment from teaching at Life Community?   My favorite moment 

is reading Bible stories.  The 2-3 years love to be read to. 

 

• What advice would you give to someone thinking about volunteering in Children’s          

Ministry?   Love on these children as much as you can.  It really does not take much time or     

effort to volunteer but the impact that you have on a child is far reaching. 

 

• Do you have any tips for moms wanting to teach their children about God?   I am not very 

creative so I rely on children's books to help teach about God at home and keep your children in-

volved with at church. 

 

• Anything you would like to add?   I am thankful for the opportunity to be an assistant and 

I greatly appreciate all the teachers for all that they do for Life Community kids.   



Life Community Church 
Children’s Ministry 
PO Box 819 
Nolensville, TN 37135 

   The women of Life Community are studying the book The Frazzled Female:  Finding Peace in the Midst of Daily 

Life.  It’s never to late to join in!  The schedule for December is: 

Meeting 4  December 1 

Meeting 5  December 15 

No meeting December 29– Christmas holiday 

Meeting 6  January 5 

Meeting 7  January 19 

 

 We are meeting at the home of Hope Warfel, located at 1421 Peppermint Lane in the Ballenger Farms subdivision of 

Nolensville.  Free childcare is provided next door at the home of Cheri Ramsey.  Come around 6:15 for fun, fellowship with 

other women, and the opportunity to “explore our love relationship with the Lord” and to identify “things that distract us 

from, rather than attract us to, Jesus”. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Women’s Ministry Fall Women’s Ministry Fall Women’s Ministry Fall Women’s Ministry Fall 2009200920092009!!!! 


